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Why Afghanistan and Why Now?



The withdrawal of international forces 

from Afghanistan and the subsequent 

assertion of Taliban control has 

resulted in significant and immediate 

risks to many Afghan people. 

Afghanistan is experiencing a humanitarian crisis as 

violence and insecurity have brought suffering, poverty, and 

internal displacement of millions of Afghans, who already 

constitute one of the world’s largest refugee and internally 

displaced populations. 

There is a deterioration of human rights in Afghanistan and 

the country may again become a safe haven for terrorism. 

The Taliban is a listed terrorist entity under Canadian law, and 

have maintained close ties with Al-Qaeda.  
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For two decades, we have worked side-by-side to improve 

security, democracy, human rights, women’s rights, girls’ 

education and a free press in Afghanistan. Since 2001, Canada 

has provided $3.6 billion to support stabilization, development 

and humanitarian efforts in Afghanistan.  

Canada has committed to resettle 40,000 Afghans who face 

persecution from the Taliban. The response to the immediate 

crisis in Afghanistan will need to be balanced with efforts to build 

a sustained response over the medium-term.

Canada has a deep connection 

with Afghanistan. This is rooted through service 

in country, and an Afghan diaspora that has 

helped to strengthen Canada.
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Fulfil our dedicated resettlement 

commitment to Afghan refugees.

Respond to refugee needs. 

Protect those who closely supported 

Canada’s efforts in Afghanistan and their 

family members.

The Government of Canada has committed to 

resettling 40,000 vulnerable Afghan nationals in 

the coming years, via three programs:
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This Response is guided by clear priorities and objectives for Afghanistan:

Special Immigration 

Program1.
Special Humanitarian 

Program2. Families of Afghan 

Interpreters
3.

Build and preserve partnerships with 

provinces, territories and settlement provider 

organizations.

Enable the successful settlement and 

integration of newcomers.

Deliver upon a high degree of confidence 

and support.



Afghan Refugees in Canada.



Those who are government-assisted refugees (GARs) (not 

privately sponsored) have been destined to one of 39 

communities across Canada, outside of Quebec. The 

Government of Quebec destines GARs resettled to Quebec to 

one of 14 communities across the province.

As of March 23, Canada Has 
Seen Over 9,500 Afghan 
Arrivals.
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Top 5 
Destination 

Communities

Total Arrivals by 
Community

Toronto, ON 2,045

Calgary, AB 1,525

Vancouver, BC 925

Ottawa, ON 590

Mississauga, ON 455

Afghan refugees who 

have arrived in 

Canada by 

Destination Province 

and Top 5 Destination 

Communities

Figures reported as of March 23, 2022. Data is approximate and subject to change.

For recurrently updated figures, please visit IRCC’s #WelcomeAfghans: Key figures page for more information.

https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/refugees/afghanistan/key-figures.html


Expansion of Resettlement 
Services: Small Towns and 
Rural Communities.

In 2022, the Government of Canada expanded resettlement services for 

refugees in nine new small towns and rural communities in British 

Columbia, Alberta, Manitoba and New Brunswick:

• Abbotsford, BC

• Kelowna, BC

• Nanaimo, BC

• Surrey, BC

• Fort McMurray, AB

• Grand Prairie, AB

• Winkler, MB

• Bathurst, NB

• Edmundston, NB
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Resettlement Assistance and 
Housing for Afghan Refugees.



The Resettlement Assistance Program (RAP) is offered by one of 

35 RAP service provider organizations. RAP provides newcomers, 

such as these newcomer Afghan families, with immediate and 

essential services:

• Immediate Support Services: e.g., Meeting newcomers at the airport or 

final destination in Canada; assisting in finding permanent and suitable 

housing matches; 

• Income Supports: initial start up allowances and monthly income support 

for up to 12 months

The Resettlement Assistance 
Program at a Glance.
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Please see Annex of this presentation for other demographic data. 

Our Settlement Services (a network of 550+ service 

provider organizations) provide access to programming, 

such as:

• Language training • Employment-related services • Information and 

Orientation • Support services (child care, transport, provisions for 

persons with disabilities) •

Additional engagement at the local level seeks to facilitate 

settlement and integration through: 

• Local Immigration Partnerships (LIPs) • Francophone Immigration Networks (RIFs –

réseaux en immigration francophone) • Settlement Workers in Schools (SWIS Program)



Current Housing Needs for 
Afghan Refugees.

Canada is experiencing one of the hottest 

housing markets to date. 

Housing needs are particularly pronounced for:

1. Singles and couples, in most communities; and

2. Larger-than-average families in the following 

communities*: 
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• Alberta: 

Calgary, 

Edmonton, 

Lethbridge

• Saskatchewan: 

Saskatoon

• Ontario: 

Hamilton, 

Kitchener, 

London, 

Ottawa, Toronto

As a result, facilitating sustainable housing matches can be 

prolonged, and delays in long-term housing matches can be 

disruptive for many families and cause barriers for establishing 

roots in the community. * As of January 2022 



A Whole-of-Society Approach.



Welcoming Newcomer Afghan 
Families.
A Whole of Society Approach.
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We look forward to hearing your views on collaborative 

efforts to support Afghan refugees, who are in need of our 

protection, and to increase their chances for successful 

integration into our communities across Canada. 

The resettlement experience for 

newcomer refugees is not a sprint, 

it’s a marathon. 

It’s an experience that benefits from 

welcoming communities supported 

by the Settlement Sector, and aided 

by productive partnerships at local, 

provincial and national levels. 

Your organizations have been and 

continue to be instrumental in the 

welcoming of Afghan families, which 

in turn allows communities across 

Canada to benefit from the diversity 

and ingenuity of these newcomers.



Thank you for your continued partnership in 
welcoming refugee families to Canada.

Resources.
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We encourage you to 

reach out to collaborate 

on housing efforts for 

refugees. To discuss 

opportunities, please 

contact the National 

Coordinator of the Afghan 

Resettlement Programs

through their website:

For continued, up-to-date 

information on 

Canada’s response to Afghanistan, 

please visit our website:  

https://www.afghanresettlement.ca/en/contact
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/refugees/afghanistan.html


Neither
40%

English only
24%

Both French 
and English

0.5%

Official 
Language 
not stated

36%

• Almost half (44%) of Afghan nationals arriving to Canada 

through the special immigration program have a family 

size of six or more.

• 12% have 13 years or more of education; 33% have 12 

years or less of education; 18% have no education 

qualification; (37% have not indicated any education 

qualification). 

• 51% identify as female and 49% as male.

• 33% of arrivals are between 30 to 59 years old.

• In terms of knowledge of Canada’s Official Languages, 

24% of arrivals speak English only and 0.5% speak 

both French and English; 40% speak neither. 

Annex: Demographic 
Information on Afghan 
Nationals Resettled to Canada.

51% 49%
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37.1%

29.5%

21.1%

8.0%
3.7%

0.5%

Admissions of Permanent Residents as Government-Assisted and 
Privately Sponsored Refugees from Afghanistan as Country of Citizenship 

by Age Group, August 2021 to January 2022

0 to 14 years old 15 to 29 years old 30 to 44 years old

45 to 59 years old 60 to 74 years old 75 years old or more


